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I. 

The only fixed force 

in anyone’s story 

is the howl from without, from within. 
 

II. 

I slipped once into his claws 

and shattered on the floor, 

a million shards in every direction. 
 

III. 

The wolf is coiled muscle 

from haunch to grizzled jaw. 
 

IV. 

A man and a girl 

are one. 

A man and a girl and a wolf 

are one. 
 

V. 

I do not know which to prefer, 

portent of transformation 

or the act itself, 

mirrored steel shapeshifter 

or power in a razor’s edge. 
 

VI. 

Holy cross shakes on the wall. 

Intuition stirred, a waking dream. 
 

VII. 

O girls who give in 

to the flash of teeth 

and illusion of charm, 

do you not see the violence 

circling your camp right now? 

VIII. 

In daylight 

my own form is unremarkable. 

I know that it hears me, 

my spirit animal. 

I know, too, that I am it. 
 

IX. 

Left behind, 

safe and breathing, 

I trace its path back into the woods. 
 

X. 

A vision of the pack 

loped in yellow moonlight 

sets on edge even the owls 

tucked behind the leaves of the tree. 
 

XI. 

A man traveled by overnight train. 

Hurtling through darkness, 

the rhythm of track and tie 

overcame him in bristle and burr. 
 

XII. 

Sun is setting on the lake. 

The rustle of the wolf begins. 
 

XIII. 

One pack, one survivor 

or one wolf, several survivors; 

no matter. 

Evil is needed 

to invite beauty 

back into the light. 
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